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pedition is on me. To me therefore is due the
honour, and I am entitled to ask the others to
sacrifice themselves in order that I should
have the better chance of reaching the summit."
There is something fair and reasonable in such
argument. The leader of an expedition does
have the responsibility. He receives the blame
in case of failure and should have the praise in
case of success. But Norton took the view that
the attainment of the summit was the main con-
sideration and that who attained it and had the
honour was of secondary account. He was pre-
pared to be a member of the climbing party.
But whether he was fit to partake in the final
effort he would leave to the impartial judgment of
the two most competent climbers, n'amely, Mallory
and Somervell.
This public-spirited action gave great encourage-
ment to the Expedition. If he had taken the
opposite course, and asked the members to sacri-
fice themselves for him, doubtless they would have
done it. But they would hardly have done it with
the same enthusiasm as they dig! when the matter
was left to their own choice. And how Mallory,
the man chiefly concerned, for he had been in all
three Expeditions and had originally discovered
the way up, viewed the matter, is fortunately on
record. In a letter dated April 19th, 1924, to
a member of the Mount Everest Committee, he
wrote :
" I must tell you, what Norton can't say in a